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This is our family dog, Matroshka. We took her name 
from the traditional Russian dolls. Her nickname is 
“Rosha,” because it's a pain to constantly call her 
“Matroshka” I get cold easily, so I really envy her 
Siberian breed's ability to withstand cold. Even 
though she's female, she's super active and is 
constantly ramming my son and making him cry. 
No matter how busy I get, I always play with her 
once 3 day. 

—Akira Toriyama, 1988 


Widely known all over the world for his playful, innovative 
storytelling and humorous, distinctive art style, Dragon Ball 
creator Akira Toriyama is also known in his native Japan for 
the wildly popular Dr. Slump, his previous manga series 
about the adventures of a mad scientist and his android 
“daughter” His hit series Dragon Ball ran from 1984 to 
1995 in Shueisha’s Weekly Shonen Jump magazine. He is 
also known for his design work on video games such as 
Dragon Warrior, Chrono Trigger and Tobal No. 1. His 
recent manga works include Cowa, Kajika, Sand Land, 
Neko Majin, and a children’s book, Toccio the Angel. He 
lives with his family in Japan. 
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Piccolo 
1 Many years ago, the Great Demon King Piccolo 
rampaged across the land, until he was impris- 
Tenshinhan Chaozu oned in a rice cooker by the great martial artist 
Lord Mutaito using the “Ма/0-Ва” (Demon 
Seal) technique. But the "Mafö-Ba" is so stren- 
Tenshinhan uous that Lord Mutaito died in the process. He 


A former student of Tsuru-Sen"nin. A former student was freed by Emperor Pilaf and his cronies. 
He narrowly beat Goku at the last of Tsuru-Sen'nin, 13 > 
Tenka'ichi Budokai (“Strongest and Tenshinhan's p Kame-Sen'nin 
Under the Heavens") tournament. best friend. (The "Turtle Hermit") 
A lecherous but powerful 
ii martial artist. Many years ago, 
Yajirobe he and his rival Tusen 


А tough-talking, always hungry ^ (the "Crane Hermit’) trained 
swordsman who has even under the great Lord Mutaito. 
worse social skills than Goku. Now, he has trained Goku, 


) 
[ይ 


Legend says that whoever gathers [ከ6 seven magical 
“Dragon Balls” will be granted any one wish. Son Goku, a 
powerful young martial artist, first started his adventures by 
searching for them. But one day, the Great Demon King 
Piccolo sent his minions to steal the Dragon Balls, and kill 
all the martial artists on the “Strongest Under the Heavens” 
martial arts tournament roster! When Goku's friend Kuririn 
was killed, Goku charged into battle with Piccolo—and lost. 
Thinking that Goku is dead, his remaining companions 
came up with a desperate plan to stop Piccolo from getting 
his wish...meanwhile, a groggy Goku seeks out the reclu- 
sive martial arts master Karin for help... 


THE MAIN CHARACTERS 


Son Goku 
Monkey-tailed young Goku has always been stronger 
than normal. His grandfather Gohan gave him the 
nyoibó, a magic staff, and Kame-Sen'nin gave him 
Bulma the kinto'un, a magic flying cloud. Unfortunately, the Yamcha 1 
A genius inventor, Bulma met kinto'un was destroyed by one of Piccolo's minions, А student of Kame-Sen'nin, 
Goku on her quest for the so now Goku has to walk everywhere. and Bulma's on-and-off 
seven magical Dragon Balls. boyfriend. He was seriously 
injured by Tenshinhan and 
taken to the hospital. 


Lunch 
A strange woman 
whose personality 
changes whenever 
she sneezes. 


Kuririn 
Goku's for- 
mer martial 
arts school- 
mate under 

Kame- 
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OF COURSE, 
THE POOR FOOLS 
HAVE NO WAY TO 
KNOW THAT THE 
POSSESSOR 
OF THE LAST 
TWO BALLS IS 
THE GREAT 
DEMON KING, 
PICCOLO. 


HO HO HO... 
I DON'T KNOW 
WHO OR WHAT 
THEY ARE, BUT 
THEY OBVIOUSLY 
DON'T KNOW 
THEIR PLACE. 
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WE HAVE ТО FIND 
AN OPENING AND 
STEAL HIS TWO 
DRAGON BALLS... 
THEN PUT THEM 
WITH OUR FIVE 
BALLS AND 
SUMMON 
SHENLONG! 


UNDERSTAND... 
IF WE FIGHT, 
WE HAVE NO 
CHANCE OF 

WINNING. 


THEN WE ASK HIM 
TO ERADICATE THIS 
DEMON KING AND 


HIS ILK FROM THIS 
EARTH! ALL RIGHT? 


<< 


HEY DO 
YOU KNOW 


GEE...THIS 


BUT NEVER 


IS SURE A 
5 AN қ MIND THAT. YOU NICE FLIER, 
HIN SHOULD NEVER YAJIROBE... 
OUGHTA MESS 


WITH PICCOLO 
EVER AGAIN. 
HE'S TOO 
NASTY. 


„АМО A LONG TIME 
AGO HE RAN AMOK, 
TRYING TO TAKE OVER 
THE WORLD, UNTIL... 
WHO WAS IT AGAIN”... 
ANYWAY, SOME MARTIAL 
ARTIST SUPPOSEDLY 
STOPPED HIM. 


HOW 
SHOULD I 
KNOW? 


WELL, I'VE 
ONLY HEARD 
ABOUT М FROM 
OLD TALES... BUT 
THEY SAY HE'S A 
TERRIBLE, EVIL 
MONSTER... 


wow! I 
WONDER HOW 
HE BEAT 
THAT Guy?! 


THIS 
DRAGON 
CALLED 

SHEN LONG 


As PICCOLO... 
WHAT KIND 
OF WISHIS 
HE GONNA 

HAVE? 


ETERNAL 
YOUTH...IS 
NEARLY 
IN MY 


THAT 
REMINDS 
ME... THAT 
BALL HE STOLE... 
WHAT HAPPENS 


2 2 WHEN YOUGET 


ALL SEVEN 


OKAY-- THIS 
AREA WILL 
DO.LET'S 
GO DOWN. 


TACO 


= 
= 


BURY THE 


DRAGON 
BALLS IN 


THIS MAY мао. №. / m 
Buy us soms | |` >) ) THIS HOLE. 


READ 
《 т 
WAY 


AS SOON AS WEVE 
GOT THEM WELL 
THROW THEM TO YOU! 
PUT THEM TOGETHER 
INSTANTLY WITH THE 


FIVE BURIED BALLS AND 


SUMMON SHEN 
LONG! 


NOW, LISTEN CLOSELY! 
CHAOZU, YOU HIDE IN THE 
SHADOW OF THAT CLIFF! 
TENSHINHAN AND I WILL 
STEAL PICCOLO'S BALLS 
WHILE HE'S SEARCHING 
FOR OURS! 


YOU SAY 
"DRAGON, COME 
FORTH! GRANT 
ME THIS WISH!" 
«AND STATE YOUR 


WISH AS SOON 
AS HE SHOWS! 


KRK 


NO MATTER. 
JUST TAKE US | 

TO THE AIR- 
SPACE ABOVE 


THEIR 
LOCATION! 


<< / 


ABOVE THE 
DRAGON 


BALLS' 
SIGNALS!! 


<< 


THEYLL MOST Ч THEY'RE 
LIKELY BE NOT 
LEAVING THE LANDING... 

OTHER TWO \ 
BALLSIN THE 
AIRSHIP... 


TO BOARD 
THE SHIP 
WITHOUT 


I THINK THEY WILL, 
IT WOULD ዛብ OF COURSE, 
BE WISER 1 2 TRY FOR 
FOR ME TO 
HOLD ONTO 2 7 
THEM. 


THESE TWO 
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NOW WE'LL 
NEVER GET 
AHOLD OF 
THE BALLS... 
UNLESS WE 
DEFEAT HIM 

UTTERLY!! 


ILL FIND 
А WAY... 
SOMEHOW. 


FOR 
I'VE 
ORUNK 
THE 
ELIXIR OF 
IMMOR- 
TALITY. 


IHAVE NO 
DESIRE TO ADD 
TO THE NUMBER 
OF NEEDLESS 


AND THAT WOULD 
BE QUITE HOPELESS 
FOR YOU AS YOU ARE 

NOW. YOU MUST 
TRAIN AND TRAIN... 
UNTIL ONE DAY I 
HOPE YOU CAN 
TAKE HIM DOWN. 


50 YOU SEE... 
IF I SHOULD 
DIE NOW...WITH 
GOKU ALREADY 
GONE...YOU'D BE 
THE ONLY ONE 
LEFT TO BATTLE 
THE DEMON 
KING... 


СО 


AFRAID 
ILIED 
ABOUT THE 
ELIXIR OF 
IWAOR- 
TALITY. 


ዥሩ 


FORGET THE 
PLAN WE HAD! 
WHATEVER 
HAPPENS, DON'T 
JUMP IN--JUST 
STAY HIDDEN!! DO [| 
YOU HEAR? !! 


GOODBYE... 
TO EVERY- 
ONE FOR 
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ТМ FAR LESS 
IMPRESSED THAT 
YOU WOULD BE 
FOOLISH ENOUGH 
TO CHALLENGE ME, 
EVEN KNOWING 
WHO I AM... 


<< 


HO... SO YOU 
KNEW IT WAS 
ME. I'M 
IMPRESSED. 


BUT I WILL 
RECOGNIZE 
YOUR 
COURAGE. 


